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ABSTRACT 
The problem lied on students’ creativity and imagination in writing narrative text. The third semester students 
of English Teaching Department of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training Faculty of IAIN Batusangkar, particularly 
TBI C often suffered this classic problem. They took times when they were asked to write narrative text. 
Indeed, they were easily getting bored with unattractive and unchallenging activity in the writing class. This 
research was aimed at proposing storybird web 2.0 tool as an excelent solution. The design of the research 
was classroom action research with two cycles. In conducting the research, the researcher used observation 
form, field notes, questionnaire, and writing test as the instrument. The researcher was also helpped by 
collaborators in conducting each cycles of the research. The data of this research were analyzed by using two 
tecniques. The quantitative data was analyzed by using the students’ mean score gained by the students in 
writing test. Meanwhile, the qualitative data was analyzed through the data obtained from observation, and 
field notes. At the end, the findings showed that the students’ narrative writing skill was enhanced by using 
storybird web 2.0 tool. At the first cycle, the enhancement was about 34% and at the second cyle the 
improvement was much better. It was about 50%. The enhancement could be predicted since storybird web 
2.0 tool gives significant benefits on narrative writing. Then, the students’ voice on  the use of storybird web 
2.0 tool were positive ones. They thought storybird web 2.0 tool was useful for them to gather ideas. 
Therefore, it can be concluded that using storybird web 2.0 tool can enhance students’ narrative writing skill.   
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INTRODUCTION 
Writing is a difficult skill to be acquired by college students. The reason is the college 
students will not only have to think about the ideas and its development, but also pay attention on 
grammatical point, diction, spelling, sentence mechanic and many more (Cheng, 2004). Another 
similar reason is also proposed by Anita (2006). The college students need to demonstrate their 
ability, not only in generating and organizing ideas of their minds, but also in translating these 
ideas into a readable text. They also need to display their ability in controlling a number of 
variables simultaneously like grammar, writing mechanics, diction, and so forth. On the other hand, 
writing is also a demanding task for the college students. Their academic life is based on writing. 
They might write paragraph, essay, a short paper or thesis during their academic years. Indeed, 
writing is also became an incredibly useful skill that is applicable to various future career fields. If 
the college students can write, they will be able to communicate; if they can communicate 
effectively, they can succeed at college and beyond.  
As a result, most students suffer several problems in writing English as foreign language. 
The students often cannot think any interesting or significant ideas to write. This situation forces 
them to use many times just to write the first paragraph. If it is a timed writing test, they waste 
many times just to write an introduction, and have less time to write body and conclusion. Then, if 
they have ideas to write, they often lost it in the middle of their writing. Besides, they also display 
plenty of errors in language components; are confuse in using grammar, choose inappropriate 
vocabulary, are awkward in using punctuation, or even have the voice of mother tongue on their 
writing. Above all, students are less motivated to write since lecturer only uses unattractive and 
unchallenging activity to arouse their interest in writing.  
Referring to this situation, the researcher did a preliminary observation for seeking out the 
problems that might be appeared during teaching and learning process in her writing classes. The 
result remained the same. She discovers some problems appeared during teaching and learning 
process. Beside they have problems in almost all component of writing such as finding and 
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arranging ideas, organizing the generic structures, choosing precise vocabularies, using excellent 
grammar, employing the right punctuation or others, their engagement on classroom activities are 
getting less and less. They are busy with their own activities during writing class, even if they have 
full attention on the lesson, they tend to be spoon-fed students. 
In addition, the researcher did a self-check on the way she teaches writing. She infrequently 
uses electronic media such as web tools in her teaching practices at IAIN Batusangkar. The two 
teaching aids she used are pictures or power point equipped, sometimes, with pictures or videos. 
After explaining the lesson, she asks the students to write on their own in a piece of paper or 
exercise book. As a result, the students get bored easily in following monotonous writing class. 
This is obviously seen in their motivation (less motivated to write), and their participation in class 
(do not participate actively in learning process). They tend to be spoon-fed students who are 
waiting to be fed by the researcher without any significance involvement from the students. In 
another word, it can be said the students have a narrow engagement on their writing activities in the 
classroom.  
Due to these problems, the researcher as the writing lecturer at English Teaching Department 
of IAIN Batusangkar needs to engage the students with activities which are easy and enjoyable to 
take part in. So that writing activities not only become a normal part of classroom life but also 
present opportunities for students to achieve almost instant access (Harmer, 2007: 113). One of 
several ways to engage students’ interest to write is by integrating technology to writing teaching 
and learning process. It means the students will write by using computers or compatible tools, a 
word processing software, and web tool. Here, the lecturer will not only simply transfer the 
knowledge to students but also familiarize them with possibilities of integrating technology – web 
tools in particular, into the classroom. 
As stated earlier, engaging students’ desire to write can be accomplished by creating a joyful 
activity in writing class. Storybird web 2.0 tool is one of website 2.0 tools which enable students to 
be more creative and imaginative on their narrative writing. Storybird also offers lot opportunities 
to start a narrative writing process in delightful way. Unlike other web tools, Storybird offers the 
access to the students even for those who are less creative and imaginative. Indeed, It is engaging 
site that will help the most hesitant writers out of their shell.  Therefore, the researcher is interested 
to conduct classroom action research that attempted to Enhance Students’ Narrative Writing Skill 
through Storybird Web 2.0 Tool. 
 
REVIEW OF RELATED THEORIES 
1. Narrative Writing 
Generally, narrative or story is any report of connected events, actual or imaginary, 
presented in a sequence of written or spoken words, or still or moving images (Wikipedia). 
Kirszner and Mandell (2011) argue narration as a story, presenting events in chronological order or 
time order moving from beginning to end. Another definition is given by Baldick C (2008) and 
Adam (2015). They think narrative writing is a story writing or report of events, personal 
experiences, or any similar incidents whether they are real or fictitious. It consists of a set of events 
in which the events are selected and arranged in a particular order. It can be broadly defined as 
story writing – a piece of writing characterized by a main character in a setting who encounters a 
problem or engages in an interesting, significant or entertaining activity or experience.  
In addition, narrative writing is as one of the most essential writing skill that English 
language major students have to command (Adam, 2015: 1). It is also one of the most powerful 
ways of communicating with others. By writing narrative, the students will get many fruitful 
benefits of developing narrative writing. First, it helps students develop imaginative thinking and 
participles in literacy understanding as a whole. Second, it is extremely important in the field of 
education, culture, and in our lives as stated by psychologist Jerome Bruner (2007).  
The main function of narrative writing is to entertain, to gain and hold the readers’ interest. It 
also deals with actual or vicarious experience in different ways, and with problematic events which 
lead to a crisis or turning point of some kind which in turn finds a resolution. There are many types 
of narrative such as imaginary, factual or a combination of both. They may include short stories, 
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fairy stories, mysteries, science fiction, romances, horror stories, adventure stories, fables, myths 
and legends, or personal experiences.  
In addition, a narrative is a structured story written by the author, which has a plot, setting, 
characters, and themes. There are six parts chronological approach to write narrative based on 
Labov’s 1967 Narrative Structure Theory. First is abstract. The initial summary of the story, 
typically in the title of the text and at times is in opening section. It provides the first decision point 
for the reader about reading on. Then, orientation. It established time and place, the social context 
of the narrative, inviting the reader to accept and enter that world for the duration of the story. Next 
is complication. It is problems or crisis with which the characters are faced. After that is resolution. 
It is a problem solving of complication. Afterwards, coda. It announces the end of the fictional 
engagement and allows the reader to return to the real world. Last, evaluation. It is the final parts of 
narrative writing; a place for writer’s point of view. 
In conclusion, a narrative is a story containing specific elements that works together to create 
interest for not only the author but also the reader. This type of writing makes the reader feel as if 
he or she were part of the story, as if it was being told directly to him or her. The basic purpose of 
narrative is to amuse or entertain the readers. there will be six part of generic structures of narrative 
writing. For the first is abstract, orientation, complication, resolution, coda, and evaluation at last.  
2. STORYBIRD WEB 2.0 TOOL  
In recent years, the internet has become a widespread and commonly available tool in many 
parts of the world. Therefore, teachers may encourage students to make use of the internet while 
working independently in and outside the classroom. The fact that students can use the internet 
during the lesson as well as outside the classroom constitutes a great advantage of this tool since 
the imposing amount of data accompanied by visual and auditory means makes the internet an 
appealing source which students very often resort to while dealing with various tasks. Therefore 
teachers make use of this fact by designing lessons with the use of the internet and providing 
students with the opportunity to work independently or cooperate in small groups (Teeler and Gray, 
2000). 
Since technologies have developed rapidly in twenty-first century classroom around the 
world, there have a wide range of equipment and technology available, as stated by Harmer (2007: 
252). One of big revolution in classroom technology has been in the development of using web 
tools for teaching writing. In this case, the lecturer use web tools as an joyful activity. It means the 
students will write by using computers or compatible tools, a word processing software, and web 
tool. Here, the lecturer will not only simply transfer the knowledge to students and familiarize them 
with possibilities of integrating technology – web tools, into the classroom, but also enhance 
learner autonomy while doing writing. Among all web tools to teach writing, Storybird gains some 
upside things like it is free and easy to operate, it attaches with many inspiring artworks, it can be 
published online, and so on. It also differs from all other story-writing tools by keeping the writing 
environment uncluttered and simple. Students of almost any age can easily use the professionally 
designed art on the site to create and then share their stories. 
Generally, Storybird is defined as a visual story telling community. It is a global hub of 
readers, writers, and artists of all ages globally. The idea of creating Storybird itself is to let anyone 
make gorgeous, art inspired stories in seconds. At the beginning, this website is used as a way to 
inspire storytelling with children, and then it has attracted millions of writers, readers, and artists to 
it’s platform. Families and friends, teachers and students, and professionals have created more than 
five million stories which makes Storybird as one of the world's largest storytelling communities. 
There are also bunch of concepts of Storybird offered by some people like Gakhar and Thompson 
(2007), (Giacomini, 2015), (Konert, et.all, 2011), and Menezes (2012). All of them have similar 
notion on storybird. It is a free, an easy to use, and extremely engaging collaborative story-writing 
website for all ages. It is free website because the users - both teachers and students, only need to 
become its member and sign up to the website - www.storybird.com freely. That gives (low-
income) students an opportunity to participate in a creative experience (Giacomini, 2015). It is 
easily to utilize it because the use of tool is very self-explanatory and the tool can be used by 
students of all ages. It is also said as collaborative storywriting website because Storybird can be 
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used collaboratively with, either with another student in class or school, or with students from 
different schools in the region or even from another country (qtd in Menezes, 2012).  
Storybird has three types of account such as regular user (any users), school/edu user 
(students and educator), and professional user (artist and writer). It also has many theme categories 
which can be selected freely by users. Each theme serves random pictures that can be easily 
dragged and removed. It also prepares three kinds of digital books for instance picture books (more 
art and less text), long form books (less art, and more texts or chapters), and poetry (one image and 
select words). Each story called as “Storybird”, is presented like digital booklet with separate 
pages. The author can create a cover and publish his stories on his personal account. Once shared, 
the stories can be read and commented by others.  
3. Teaching Narrative Writing through Storybird Web 2.0 Tool 
Story bird is a new way to collaborate and be creative at the same time. It offers a lot 
opportunities to start a narrative writing process. Giacomini (2015:36) recommends the use of 
Storybird as one more tool for teaching creative or narrative writing. It has been proved 
successfully in her English language class. The result is remarkable: Storybird is able to maximize 
learning opportunities through meaningful learner involvement.  
There are couple of steps of using storybird to teach narrative writing. The first step is 
exploring stroybird web 2.0 yourself. Lecturers had to make sure they have good command of 
using it before presenting it to the students. Then they have to create class account which parallel 
with amount of the class. They need to pay attention on students’ privacy by having one account 
per class and not to mix the virtual classrooms. The second steps is creating Storybird. Lecturers 
need to create it as sample to be shown in the classroom later. The idea is to give a sight for 
students about what they were going to work on. Then, they should be guided to register on the 
website. If necessary, lecturers provide them with online tutorials. The third steps is explaining 
narrative writing along with its writing processes to the students. Narrative writing has some 
elements such as plot, setting, characters, main events (conflicts and solutions). Meanwhile the 
writing processes are prewriting – planning what is going to write; writing – writing the draft from 
start to finish; rewriting – writing the correct one by making some correction in content and 
organization (revising), and in grammar, diction, and mechanics (proofreading). These things are 
done virtually at Storybird web 2.0. The fourth steps is assigning the students with a simple form of 
Storybird; picture books. It has an aim to familiarize them with the web tools. The lecturer may 
asked the students to create narrative writing for ten till twenty pages based on the artwork that 
inspired them the most. Afterwards, they are quite good with the tools, lecturer may give them 
another assignment that was more guided had different objectives. For instance, this time, the 
lecturer ask the students to create long form books from the chosen artwork, or topics given. The 
minimum page numbers are twenty page, but the maximum one is not limited. They used Storybird 
while making meaningful connections and using certain language structures they had already 
learnt. The lecturer may assign class project by asking students to create a story by cooperating as a 
team. It means each students has to write several sentences to be joined with other students’ 
sentences until it builds a story. They do a true collaborative writing. Thus, Storybird is can be 
employed in any writing class. The steps given on teaching narrative writing is widely openned for 
any suitable variation. Lecturers’creativity is demaded in applying storybird to enhance students’ 
narrative writing skill. 
 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
The design of this research was Classroom Action Research (CAR). It was divided into two 
cycles in which each cycle had four phases: planning, acting, observing, and reflecting, as 
relevance with Kurt Lewin’s design (qtd in Wijaya, and Dedi, 2009:44). The research was done 
during late august till october 2016. Sample of the research was TBI C because of several reasons 
like students’ engagement on classroom activities were getting less and less. They were busy with 
their own activities during writing class, even if they had full attention on the lesson, they tended to 
be spoon-fed students. Then, this class participation and class mean scores on writing test among 
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others were the lowest one. Beside it seemed the class members were getting troubles in finding 
interesting ideas to be developed into good narrative text. 
In conducting the research, the researcher used observation form, field notes, questionnaire, 
and writing test as the instrument. The researcher was also helped by collaborators in conducting 
each cycles of the research. The data of this research were analyzed by using two techniques. The 
quantitative data was analyzed by using the students’ mean score gained by the students in writing 
test, as suggested by Sudijono (2008: 81). For the calculation of the improvement itself (comparing 
the result of post-test and pretest), the researcher used formula suggested by Meltzer (2008:3). 
Meanwhile, the qualitative data was analyzed through the data obtained from observation, and field 
notes.  
 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
There are two research questions that need to be answered in this research; (1) Can storybird 
web 2.0 tool enhance students’ narrative writing skill?, and (2) What are students’ voice on the use 
of storybird web 2.0 tool? Based on research findings, for the former research question, students’ 
narrative writing skill were enhanced through the use of storybird web 2.0 tools. The improvement 
itself was seen at their writing tests at the end of each cycle, the observation (observation sheet and 
field note), and Questionnaire. Meanwhile, for the later research question, students also 
encountered some problems in utilizing storybird web 2.0 tool to enhance their narrative writing 
skill. The description of both findings can be elaborated quantitatively and qualitatively, as the 
following. 
1. Storybird web 2.0 tool can enhance students’ narrative writing skill 
This research was actually done at boosting students’ motivation in writing along with 
creating such a joyful activity in writing class. Whereas, commonly the writing class activity is 
considered as a boring and unchallenging activity by the students. This research was done in two 
cycles where in each meeting was assisted by a collaborator. Based on the data analysis done 
during two cycles, the research found that applying storybird web 2.0 tool in teaching writing could 
improve the students’ narrative writing skill. It was clearly seen on the mean score of writing tests, 
pre-test, post-test 1, and post-test 2, as presented below. 
 
 
In addition, based on the result from students’ writing test, observation, and interview, it was 
found that using storybird web 2.0 tool could enhance students’ narrative writing skill. Previously, 
on the pre-test, the mean score of students’ narrative writing skill was about 59, than it was 
increased on cycle one about 77. It was calculated 34 % improvement appeared when the students 
got in touch with storybird web 2.0 tool. Later, on cycle two, there was a better enhancement for 
about 86. It means the increasement was about 50%. It can be concluded that storybird web 2.0 tool 
can enhance students’ narrative writing skill. The improvement was possible to be happened due to 
the advantages provided by the site itself. These advantages were claimed by couple of experts who 
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were actually conducted a research on the use of storybird web 2.0 tool such as Konert, et.all 
(2011), Menezes (2012), and Giacomini (2015). They all agreed that storybird is one of website 2.0 
tools which enable students to be more creative and imaginative on their narrative writing, offers a 
lot opportunities to start a narrative writing process in delightful way, offers the access to the 
students even for those who are less creative and imaginative, are really handy for people in all 
ages, includes students, and promotes leaning autonomy, self-confidence, and critical thinking.  
2. Students’ Voice on the Use of Storybird web 2.0 Tool 
This second research question was answered through questionnaire. The questionnaire used 
Indonesian language in order to the students could understand the questions. The questionaire was 
distributed to the third semester students of english teaching department of IAIN Batusangkar, at 
October 31st, 2016. The description of questionnaire results were elaborated as the following. 
a. Storybird Web 2.0 Tool is useful for students to gather ideas. 
There were 16 students out of 20 students who agreed that storybird helpped them to find 
ideas in writing narrative text. It was because storybird web 2.0 tool provides many inspiring 
artworks. It was relevance with the statement of Giacomini (2015: 36). She said that the artwork 
itself is enough to inspire students to create stories even if they come to the website with nothing in 
mind. The students’ opinion could be shown below. 
 
(R. 16) “Sangat bagus karena dapat memancing timbulnya ide-ide dikarenakan gambar-gambar yang 
menarik”. 
[It is good since it could arised many ideas from many amazing pictures] 
(R.19) “… karena storybird terdapat gambar-gambar yang menarik yang dapat memberikan ide dan 
motivasi untuk menulis cerita”. 
[… because storybird has plenty gorgeous pictures which could give ideas and motivation to 
write story] 
(R.10) “… tidak sulit lagi mencari ide-ide yang akan ditulis karena disana begitu banyak gambar-
gambar yang menimbulkan inspirasi yang menarik”. 
[… it is not difficult anymore to find ideas to write because there are many inspiring pictures 
available at storybird]  
b. Storybird web 2.0 Tool eased the students to write narrative text. 
Since the students give benefits to the students especially in gathering ideas to write as 
mentioned earlier, it also eases them to write narrative text. There are few students who thought 
about it, as follow. 
(R. 3) “Storybird web 2.0 tool membuat kita bisa membuat narrative dengan mudah dan juga mudah 
dipahami” 
[Storybird web 2.0 tool eases us to write narrative texts and the story written was also easy to 
comprehend] 
(R.5) “… dapat memudahkan menulis cerita karena banyak inspirasi gambar” 
[… can assist me to write a story because plenty of inspiring images available] 
(R.8) “… penggunaan storybird itu sangat unik dan mempermudah kita menulis teks naratif karena 
didalamnya sudah ada gambar sehingga kita hanya memikirkan topik dan jalan ceritanya” 
[… the use of storybird is so unique and easy us to write narrative text because there are some 
images in the site for we only have to think about the topic and plot of the story] 
 
 
 4th International Conference on Education 
September 25-26, 2019 
“Innovation in Islamic Education: Challenges and Readiness in Society 5.0” 
 
203 
 
c. Storybird web 2.0 tool increased students’ creativity and imagination. 
Storybird web 2.0 tool offers the access to the students even for those who are less creative 
and imaginative (Menezes, 2012: 299). It means when the students did not have any ideas at the 
first time accessed the site, they could be creative and imaginative just by lookinh at plenty of 
artworks given. It is parallel with Giacomini (2015: 36), who argues that storybird allows the 
students to be creators of something unique; turning nothing into something. This opinion is also 
given by some students, like: 
(R.4) “Storybird sangat membantu saya dalam menulis narrative text karena tersedia 
berbagai macam picture yang bisa membantu menemukan ide yang sebelumnya saya 
tidak membayangkan sama sekali” 
[Storybird really helps me in writing narrative text because there are some images 
assisted me in finding ideas which I have not imagined it before]  
(R.17) “Storybird ini bisa meningkatkan kreativitas saya dalam menulis naratif karena 
storybird ini memiliki picture yang bisa dikombinasikan dengan cerita” 
[Storybird could increase my creativity in writing narrative text because this site has 
images that can be joined with story]  
(R.3) “… karena menggunakan storybird itu membuat saya lebih berimajinasi dan lebih 
semangat menulis lagi” 
[… because using storybird boost my imagination and spirit to write] 
d. Storybird web 2.0 tool provided students to have possibility in doing virtual collaborative 
writing. 
Storybird is a free web tool which provides possibilities for collaborative storytelling 
(Menezes, 2012: 299). The stories written on storybird web 2.0 tool were able to be shared not only 
to students in or outside of (the same) class, but also to people across the country and the world. 
Since it is shareable, the possibilities of doing collaborative writing since they are allowed to 
criticize other stories in a constuctive way (Konert, et.all, 2011: 24). This opinion was also 
mentioned by a student, such as: 
(R.9) “… dan storybird kita bisa membagikan tulisan kita dan bisa mendapat saran dan kritik 
dari orang lain tentang tulisan kita” 
[… and at storybird, we can share our story and can get suggestion and criticism from 
other people about our story]  
e. Storybird web 2.0 tool gave some obstacles to the students 
Storybird also offers some limitations. Konert, et.all (2011: 26) claimed there are few 
problems in operating storybird web 2.0 tool. First, it isn’t a real-time writing tool. The collaborator 
has to refresh the page to see what his partner wrote or he has to wait until his partner has finished 
and saved the latest draft. Then the other user gets an invitation to go on writing which says “it’s 
your turn now!” Second, the artwork, as beautiful as it is, is quite limited. The students are left to a 
rather small bank of illustrations to work with. It is also very difficult to search for artwork that 
almost similar to their story. Last, the writer and reader have to pay for printed digital storybook. 
As a result, they only can screen captured and cropped it into Microsoft word by copying the page. 
In addition, the students also had almost similar problems in using storybird web 2.0 tool, as 
shown below. 
1) The artwork is quite limited. 
Storybird provides millions of amazing artworks, however it is quite limited for certain theme. 
As the result, they took times just for seeking and picking pictures. This problem was 
encountered by couple of students like: 
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(R.1) “Gambarnya juga terbatas” 
  [The artworks are also limited] 
(R.14) “Gambarnya terbatas” 
  [The artworks are limited]  
(R.16) “Gambar yang saya inginkan untuk cerita saya tidak ada” 
  [The artworks that I want for my story was not available]  
2) The students were also very difficult to search for artwork that almost similar to their story. 
Unlike the first problem, the students found many artworks however they could not seek 
artworks which corresponded to their story. Whenever the students could not find the suitable 
pictures, they had to find something look-alike. This problem faced by many students such as: 
(R.20) “Susah menemukan gambar yang sesuai dengan ide cerita” 
[It is difficult to seek the artworks that corresponds to the story] 
(R.15) “Terkadang sulit untuk menyesuaikan gambar dengan jalan cerita yang sudah kita 
buat” 
[Sometimes it is difficult to fit the artworks with the story we have made] 
(R.16) “Untuk menyambungkan dari cerita satu ke cerita lainnya, saya sulit  menemukan 
gambar yang cocok” 
[I had a problem to search the artworks which are relevance from one to the other stories] 
3) The students cannot use varies theme fonts in writing their story. 
In writing a story at storybird web 2.0 tool, the students cannot varied their theme fonts. 
Students only used a single theme fonts, time news roman, and the size fonts was only 12. 
This problem also had by students, as stated below. 
(R.5) “Font hurufnya tidak bisa diganti” 
[The theme font cannot be changed] 
(R.4) “Saya tidak bisa menggunakan jenis tulisan lain. Maksudnya bentuk dan hurufnya 
menarik …” 
[I cannot use other theme fonts either font types or font size]  
(R.18) “Tulisannya tidak bisa diedit …” 
[The theme font cannot be edited …] 
4) The students cannot upload their own images. 
The students were actually helped by many artworks provided at storybird web 2.0 tool. 
However, since the students cannot seek the suitable images, they wanted to use their own. 
Unfortunately, this website did not permit the students to do that. This problem appeared to a 
student like: 
(R.9) “Tidak bisa mengupload gambar yang kita inginkan” 
[I cannot upload my expected images] 
 
Generally, the researcher found most of them had positive responses toward it. They thought 
storybird web 2.0 tool was useful for them to gather ideas. For the first time they access the site, 
they did not have something to write, they could be inspired to write a story just by looking at 
plenty artworks with various theme offered by the site. It made them turned into “nothing to 
something”. As a result, they wanted to write again and again. It is relevance with statement given 
by Konert, et.all (2011).  Then, storybird web 2.0 tool eased the students to write narrative text. 
The students felt more enjoyable and comfortable when they had to write their story on the website. 
They could select and drag the images whenever they wanted. They got easily tuned in writing 
narrative text. Beside storybird web 2.0 tool increased students’ creativity and imagination. It 
means storybird helps (reluctant and shy) students to acquire their individual responsibility because 
the work; create, read, and publish the story is carried out with their own hand. It can be said 
storybird helps most hesitant writers to bring out of their shell and turned into a creative and 
imaginative student (Menezes, 2012). Storybird web 2.0 tool also provided students the opportunity 
of doing virtual collaborative writing. They could give comments, suggestion, and even 
constructive criticism to their friends virtually. It is in line with Menezes (2012). Storybird web 2.0 
tool also gave students obstacles like difficult to access the website because of insecure wifi, 
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difficult to correlate images with the story, cannot use varies of theme fonts, cannot upload their 
won artworks to the website, and cannot find an inspiring artworks. These problems were actually 
become limitation of the storybird web 2.0 tool. This is uttered by Konert, et.all (2011) who states 
that there are few limitation of storybird like limited artworks, payable printed story, need 
sufficient internet connection since it was not a real-time writing tool, and so on. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
This paper is intended at exposing the use of storybird web 2.0 tool to enhance students’ 
narrative writing skill by using classroom action research. The finding significantly showed there 
was an improvement on students’ narrative writing skill during the use of storybird web 2.0 tool. 
The improvement was 34 % at cycle one, and 50% at cycle two. Indeed, the findings shows that all 
indicators of narrative writing like content, organization, grammar, vocabulary, and mechanic had 
better enhancement in each cycle of the research. Second, there are couple of opinion on the use of 
storybird web 2.0 tool to enhance students’ narrative writing skill. Storybird web 2.0 tool helps 
students find and gather ideas to write narrative text, boosts students’ creativity and imagination, 
eases the students to write narrative text, provides an opportunity to do collaborative writing 
virtually. Unlike the previous ones, students also encountered some obstacles like limited artworks, 
payable printed story, need sufficient internet connection since it was not a real-time writing tool, 
and uncorresponded images with story.  
Seeing the remarkable finding, the researcher as writing lecturer of english teaching 
department of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training Faculty, IAIN Batusangkar could continue using 
storybird web 2.0 tool since it has been proved that using this web can improve students’ narrative 
writing skill. meanwhile, for the students need to familiarize themselves with storybird web 2.0 
tool, especially in writing picture book, and long form book. They need to use it in and outside the 
classroom since it gives a better effect on their narrative writing skill.  
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